pendent education for their children, upper middle class parents do not seem to be getting any higher level of academic achievement for their children than would have been obtained in the maintained schools, and it seems that the controversy about the public schools concerns politics rather than education.
The theme of this contribution has been the difficulty of tailoring education to meet special needs, whether of the 'deprived' or the 'advantaged'. It might be better to direct our efforts towards eliminating inequalities in the educational provision available in different parts ofthe country rather than tinkering with the existing system in an effort to provide additional services for special groups. REFERENCES Bereiter C (1968) 
Under-achieving Children Destined for Fame
When parents tell me about the abominable behaviour of their dreadful children I often think that it helps to reassure them that the behaviour is perfectly normal. When parents complain to me about their apparently intelligent child doing badly at school, or being late in talking or reading or spelling I might tell them about famous people who had the same problem.
Volta and Einstein caused much anxiety by lateness in learning to talk. Claude Bernard did badly because he thought that all reading was a sheer waste of time. Paul Ehrlich was a bright boy but was dreadful at German composition and as a result nearly failed to get into a university. Dr John Hunter was described as being 'impenetrable to anything in the way of book learning'; he was 'a hopeless dunce'. Carl Jung was particularly stupid in mathematics, as was Adler, who nearly as a result became a cobbler. Sir James MacKenzie and Sir William Ross were regarded as dunces in school. Gregor Mendel twice failed an examination to give him a teaching certificate. Charles Darwin was told by his father: 'You care for nothing but shooting, dogs and rat catching. You will be a disgrace to yourself and your family'. Thomas Edison was emotionally disturbed because he was always at the bottom of his class. Albert Einstein was refused admission to the polytechnic at Zurich. Galileo was refused a doctor's diploma at Pisa. Isaac Newton, at Grantham Grammar School, was for a time bottom but did eventually improve. James Watt was 'dull and inept'. Edouard Manet caused his father, who was a judge, considerable anxiety because he, Edouard, was so deplorably inattentive. Pablo Picasso had trouble with mathematics and it is said that he could never remember the sequence of the alphabet. Gauguin was completely indifferent to lessons. Auguste Rodin failed three times to get into a school of fine arts and his father said, 'I have an idiot for a son'. Hans Christian Andersen and Honor6 de Balzac were both renowned for their day dreaming in class. George Borrow was described as 'dull witted and slow of comprehension'. Jean de la Fontaine was described as 'a hopeless dunce'. Oliver Goldsmith earned the description of 'a stupid heavy blockhead little better than a fool, whom everyone made fun of'. Sheridan by common consent was 'an impenetrable dunce' and Leo Tolstoy was 'both unwilling and unable to learn. Emile Zola at the lycee secured a nought for literature. Beatrice Webb alone of the nine daughters caused anxiety and her father said: 'She is the only one of my children who is below the general level of intelligence'. Heinrich Pestalozzi was a clumsy boy with bad spelling and bad writing, hopeless at mathematics and his teachers confidently predicted failure. Ernest Bevin did badly at school and no one thought he would be anything more than a manual labourer.
Mathematics was a source of woe to many children who were destined for fame. It is said that Lord Northcliffe was 'defeated by the simplest exercise in mathematics'. Gandhi 'had more difficulty in mastering multiplication tables than in learning naughty words for his teacher'. Incidentally, he stole money for cigarettes. Carl Jung said that 'mathematics classes were sheer terror and torture to me'. I like the words in Paul Nash's autobiography (1948) about his mathematics. He said 'My teachers were in despair. I think I must have been given marks for sheer perverse ingenuity. I have seen mathematics teachers reduced to a sort ofawe by my imbecility'. Dr John Hunter was not able to read until he was about 18, despite all efforts from numerous people, uncles included. Various famous people were unable to spell, including Napoleon, Yeats the poet, Henry Ford, George Bernard Shaw and Harvey Cushing.
As for languages, Winston Churchill could not get to a university because of his difficulty with languages. The Duke of Wellington had to go to a military academy and leave Eton because he had difficulty with languages, and Richard Wagner played truant for six months from school before he was found out; the trouble was his Latin declensions. Charles Darwin said that he could never manage languages. Various famous people were notable for their clumsiness. These included G K Chesterton, Napoleon and Oscar Wilde.
When I see dreadful looking, badly dressed, long haired youths 1 sometimes wonder what they will be like when they are older. I wonder what Michael Faraday looked like when he was an errand boy or a bottle washer in Sir Humphry Davy's laboratory, or what Keir Hardie was like when he was in rags and the depths of poverty. I wonder what John Hunter was like when he was a farm labourer, as he was until the age of 17, showing no promise in anything. I wonder what Ernest Bevin was like when he was a kitchen boy in Bristol and when he was pushing a trolley around Temple-Meads Station containing pies and pastries for a wage of six shillings for a 72hour week. We do know a bit about what G K Chesterton looked like. He was a grossly obese boy, his nose was always running, he was always biting his nails, he was always dirty and badly dressed and he was particularly clumsy so that all the other boys made fun of him. His teacher said that if his head was opened there would be nothing inside it except a lump of fat.
When children are under-achievers, refuse to wash, do badly at school, look dreadful or behave abominably it is a good thing to know that one can never tell what they will achieve in the long run; they may be the world famous men and women of tomorrow.
